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" She frightened the women," Madame de
R6musat, who did not like her, said later;
"she offended scores of men to whom she
thought herself superior." Among these was
Rivarol, who was jealous and abusive; and
Senac de Meilhan who published this perfidi-
ous portrait, to which he gave the name of
Hortense: "An intoxication of talents has
overpowered her, and she has made enthusi-
asm a habit, . . . Her manners are so vehement
that one is stunned; her conversation seems
an assault; she is rather an unusual than an
amiable woman; but whoever is beloved by
her will find in Hortense a unique woman, a
treasure of thought and sentiment." The
world was pitiless to Marie Antoinette; it was
cruel to Madame de Stael. She suffered
keenly. "I know," she wrote, " of but one
kind of severity formidable to sensitive souls:
it is that of society people." " To fight
against opinion in the midst of society," said
Delphine, "is the greatest punishment that
I can imagine."

Yet there she lived amid this malicious and
hostile society exposed to all the deceits and
sophisms of the passions. There was nothing
to protect her from it. A vague deism, the
ashes of a religion ruined by the sarcasm of
the philosophers; a romantic morality inclin- by the fire and torn by the claws.elt, because
